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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 10I8I 08020IZ 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 CIAE-00 COME-00 EB-07 INR-07 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-00 PM-04 H-02 L-03 
NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-I5 USIA-I5 DIWY-01 
TRSE-00 /09I W 

095614 080559Z/I3 

R08012IZ JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9205 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1018 1 

PASS USMISSION OECD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, JA 

SUBJECT: MAY UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES 

REE: TOKYO 8649 

PRIME MINISTER'S OEFICE REPORTED JULY 5 THAT IN MAY 1977 
UNEMPLOYED TOTALLED 1.09 MILLION, 2 PERCENT SEASONALLY UNADJUSTED, 
1.99 PERCENT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED. EIGURE REPRESENTS INCREASE 
OVER APRIL 1977 OF 30,000 UNEMPLOYED. MONTHLY REPORT EMPHASIZED, 
HOWEVER, THAT TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IN MAY REACHED RECORD 
54.3 MILLION, INCREASING 1 MILLION (1.9 PERCENT) OVER MAY 1976 
AND SURPASSING PREVIOUS RECORD SET IN OCTOBER 1973 JUST 
PRIOR TO OIL SHOCK. ACCORDING TO PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE, 

RISE IN BOTH TOTAL UNEMPLOYMENT AND EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 
REELECTS FACT THAT WOMEN WORKERS WHO HAD DROPPED OUT OF 
LABOR MARKET DURING RECESSION ARE NOW ONCE AGAIN ACTIVELY 
SEEKING WORK BECAUSE OF IMPROVED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS. 

TO SUPPORT THIS INTERPRETATION, REPORT INDICATED THAT 
SIZE OF FEMALE WORK FORCE HAD INCREASED 4.2 PERCENT SINCE 
MAY 1976 (AS OPPOSED TO 0.5 PERCENT INCREASE FOR MALES) AND 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 10181 080201Z 

NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED WOMEN INCREASED 18.2 PERCENT IN SAME 
PERIOD (5.4 PERCENT DECREASE FOR MALES). 
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